German versus Hun

These madmen are to be converted only by setting their
minds in a whirl, and they will never stir unless they catch
sight of carrion.               FRIEDRICH HOLDERLIN, 1770-1843

*

Such a singular change has come over the Germans that it-
will be more difl&cult than ever to teach them how to value
certain qualities which they do not possess. There is in this
people a curious blend of originality and imitativeness.

WOLFGANG GOETHE,   l8oi
*

It is strange that Germany was never able to win fortune by
force of arms.                             FRIEDRICH SCHILLER, 1801

*

The worthless will rule with cunning and the noble will fall
into their net.                               WOLFGANG GOETHE, 1804

#

Every State comes to ruin which is a treadmill, so that its
citizens only move their legs, without being able to climb

its Steps.                                            JEAN  PAUL RICHTER,   l8o8

*

Our fate will come upon us even as we deserve. We shall
perish shamefully; for we cannot deny the fact that the nation
is as bad as its government.

COUNT NEITHARDT VON GNEISENAU,   *8n
*

I very much doubt whether, should great changes come about,
of whatever kind, people (in Germany) would show courage,
endurance, obedience, and so forth. ... The Northern
brutality of the people does not admit of the upwelling
of passion, of abandonment to an emotion or an opinion,
It is a miserable race.                  FREIHERR VOM STEIN, x8n
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